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HOCKWOLD-CUM-WILTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in the Village Hall, Main Street, Hockwold

on Tuesday 8th October 2024 at 7.30pm


Councillors of Hockwold cum Wilton Parish Council
Present: Cllr Royal, Cllr Newman, Cllr Sismey, Cllr Andy Gossage, Cllr Denney
Hilary R Cox, Clerk
Borough and Norfolk County Cllr M. Storey
15  members of the public

Open Forum 
Potholes in the Parish
A Parishioner expressed their frustration with Norfolk County Councils Highways Department on the lack of progress with repairs to the multiple potholes in the parish. The clerk requested the parishioner email the information on the reported potholes and will chase up where the repairs are on the works list and report back to both the PC and the parishioner.
Cllr Martin Storey volunteered to contact highways and set up a site meeting to view local issues within the Parish. 

Planning Application Nursery Lane
A Parishioner  expressed their concerns over the proposed widening of a gateway on Nursery Lane. The oversized/enlargement of the proposed splay and the narrow section of the Lane at its location is unnecessary and his concerns over further development on this site. 

A Nursery Lane resident voiced his concern over the size of this proposal and its locality to his front door. It will cause a disturbance to his homelife and the overall negative impact in the Nursery Lane area.

A Parishioner asked what will be done to protect the wall that would have to be disturbed to allow the proposed plan, as it is in a conservation area. 

Church Lane overgrown trees and bushes
A Parishioner reported that the overgrowth of vegetation is still an issue and hasn’t seen any changes. The vehicles are avoiding the overgrowth, and this is causing damage to the verge. 
The clerk informed the attendees that this has been reported twice, and that she will chase up an update hopefully for November’s meeting. Another councillor wondered if this might have to do with the restrictions to cutting back at certain times of year.

Ditch at the top of Nursery Lane
A Parishioner reported that the foul smell in the ditch is still there, and that they have seen no improvement.
The clerk informed the attendees that the council reported this to the Environment Agency this past year and will chase up an update. 

Rubble and debris along Wilton Farm wall on Main Street
A Parishioner reported that the rubble and debris from the disintegration of the wall is making travel along that side dangers and difficult. There is no safe passage for pedestrians with pushchairs or mobility issues. This is also making travel to the bus stop dangerous and impossible for some. 
The clerk informed the attendees of the previous enforcement outcomes and that she will report the rubble and debris to the highways department.

Request for possible signage restricting HGV’s from using Main Street from its verge with Malts Lane and Station Road. This section of road has no pavement, leaving pedestrians and residents with mobility issues to use the sides of the road. It is also a difficult and partially blind junction for HGVs to enter Station Road from Main Street. 

The clerk to put this on the list of discussion points for the meeting with NCC Highways representative.

Signage for Lode Location
A Parishioner requested that signage be posted pointing visitors to the Lode track so they don’t continue to enter his property mistakenly.

The Council guided him to contact the Friends of the Lode Group that is now managing the Lode Common. 

A Parishioner voiced concerns over the location of the new bus stops
The Malts Lane bus stop is in a blind spot with no pavement and little verge to allow any residents to access it safely. 

A Parishioner wrote to the PC about the location of the Main Street location on the east side of the village. It was shared with the PC. 

The council informed the attendees that the Council understand that the introduction of new bus stops in our village has caused some inconvenience, and we sincerely apologise for any disruption this may have caused. The council were not notified when the works would be undertaken, and again apologise for the sudden disruption and upset this has caused.  The improvement to the village bus stops was investigated by the Council when several elderly and disabled residents were unable to access the buses from the previous locations.  The council do not have the capacity or authority to investigate the locations for appropriateness or legality. That is with the NCC highways authority.   The clerk will contact the department responsible for locations and ask about the decisions with these. 

Cllr Martin Storey informed the PC and attendees that there is still scope in the program for more bus stops to be placed in the Parish to make access more appropriate. 

451.	To receive and approve apologies for absence.  
All Present
452.	To receive any declarations of interest from Members & consider requests for dispensation 
NO Requests
453.	Reports from: 
a.	RAF Lakenheath – 
•	Lakenheath Alliance for Peace continue to hold small and peaceful protests outside Gate 1 on the last Saturday of the month.
•	48FW have participated in a number of NATO exercises recently both here and abroad.  This has increased the volume of flight operations. Activity is expected to reduce during October.
•	Road Safety. 48FW are working closely with Suffolk Police to identify opportunities to improve the road safety training that is currently provided to all newcomers.
· Requested notice if the PC would like any support for Remembrance events.

b.	Norfolk County Council & Borough WNKL Council, Cllr Martin Storey   
Cllr Storey reported the 18 months of work by the council on devolution has been shut down at this moment in time by the new government.
He spoke on the One Million Trees initiative, and the solar farms project that have 8,000 acres of arable land. There is more talk in the works and the NCC is not keen as the energy farmed does not benefit Norfolk and its residents.  The Borough Council budget setting is coming soon.  This will be put out for public consultation soon. For more information look on the NCC website or contact NCC Storey directly.  https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/   OR   martin.storey@norfolk.gov.uk
c.	Chairman
Cllr Royal reported his attendance at the Royal British Legion standard dedication. He also attended a networking event for PC Chairman.
d.	Clerk  
The action point log was distributed and discussed. All queries answered.  

454.	To approve minutes of the Council meeting held 10th September 2024
Minutes were previously resolved.  
a.	To approve minutes of the EXORD Council meeting held 20th September 
Minutes were previously resolved.  

455.	Matters arising (for information only)  
Tree Planting Plans have been suspended for the PC, but residents were informed they can access the program independently. 
LIFT Project unfortunately has been suspended for the time being. 
Bleed Box funding was discussed and the progress from the Village Hall. The clerk to send the secretary and treasurer the grant information and date of payment.

456.	To confirm receipt of NALC, CAN, POLICE and other correspondence   
All Councillors present received their updates and correspondence. No queries.

457.	To consider Co-Option of Parish Councillors
Vincent Baker was proposed and seconded all in Favour.  It was resolved for Vincent Baker to be a Parish Councillor and duly signed his Acceptance of Office.

Wendy Bland was proposed and seconded all in Favour.  It was resolved for Wendy Bland to be a Parish Councillor and duly signed her Acceptance of Office.

Antony Gossage was proposed and seconded all in Favour.  It was resolved for Antony Gossage to be a Parish Councillor and duly signed his Acceptance of Office.

Michelle Rumsey was proposed and seconded all in Favour.  It was resolved for Michelle Rumsey to be a Parish Councillor and duly signed her Acceptance of Office.

458.	To consider Parish Council clerk mobile phone
It was resolved to purchase a mobile phone for the clerk’s position with monthly contract. The clerk tasked with bringing four quotes for phone/monthly contract to the PC in November.

459.	To discuss the new bus stops and resident complaints/questions
Clerk tasked with contacting NCC Highways to query the location of two of the new bus stops. 

460.	To hear update on the Village Hall
Cllr Newman informed the attendees and PC that she was happy to report there is a new committee  for the Village Hall and that they have already set up their first meeting. Cllr Newman volunteered to stay on as the PC member.

461.	To hear update on the new Friends of The Lode Group
Cllr Denney gave an update on the on the newly formed FoLG. Meetings have started and they are starting their management discussions as well as community consultation options for future projects. Clerk confirmed that the groups were approved by the PC in previous meetings. Clerk to email the previous management plans from the disbanded Lode Advisory Committee. 

462.	To follow up on possible future village communications (quarterly newsletter)
The options previously discussed by the PC were outlined. Cllr Gossage to research newsletter creation. Clerk to look at previous costs for printing a quarterly/bi-annual newsletter. Double sided.

463.	To discuss the use of SAM2 sign
The history of the sign and its original agreement were outlined and discussed. Clerk to check with contractor to see if they wish to continue and bring it back to the PC in November. 

464.	To discuss the suggested Quiet Lanes initiative
Initiative was discussed and no further action taken.

465.	To discuss the possibility of a mirror on the blind curve on Church Lane
Clerk to contact NCC Highways on the possibility of a mirror in this location. 

466.	Planning Matters   
a. To receive results & updates of outstanding applications   
i. 	NONE 
b. To receive new planning applications relevant to the village and make comment  
i. 	24/01665/F Widened vehicular access to property, Old Manor Farm House 16 Nursery Lane Hockwold cum Wilton Thetford Norfolk IP26 4ND
It was resolved to object on the following points: Overshadowing and Loss of Outlook,  Loss of Privacy, Traffic Concerns,  Highway Safety,  Noise and Light Pollution,  Conservation Area Impact, Community Opposition.

467.	Finance 
a.	To agree payment of October’s invoices 
A list of all the payments had been circulated prior to the meeting.  It was resolved for these payments to be made.
468.	Items for the next agenda  
· Wreath Payment Approval
· HR Committee members & Review
· Budget Setting EXORD November
469.	To confirm date and times of the next Parish Council Meeting on  12th November 2024 starting at 7.30 pm.  Meetings take place in Hockwold Village Hall, Main Street IP264LW

Distribution:
One copy to each Councillor. Copies to Mr M Storey Norfolk County Councillor, & Cllr Lawrence District Councillors, Squadron Leader Eaton RAF Lakenheath and one copy for the website.




