The Minutes of Hockwold Parish Council Extra-Ordinary Meeting held on 20 September 2024 at 4.00pm at The Village Hall, Hockwold

Present:    	Cllr P Royal (Chair)	Cllr S	Newman	Cllr T Sismey   	
Cllr A Gossage 		Cllr J Denny  
			
Also in Attendance:  Cllr M Storey, Sarah Bristow County Officer Norfolk ALC Locum Clerk, and 23 members of the public.

Open Forum

Pot Holes
There are several hot holes in the village that have been reported on the NCC Portal on at least three occasions but still not been repaired.  They had been marked up and the markings washed away and still not repaired.  This to be brought to the attention of the NCC Highway Engineer.  The Locum Clerk advised that a meeting with the Highway Engineer would be needed to be arranged so that he/she could be driven round to all the highway to see first-hand what is required.

Positioning of the New Bus Stop
A new bus stop has been placed in the V of the road and is very dangerous for school children and motorists.  A better area would be in front of the Old Post Box.  There had been no consultation on this.  Report to Highway Engineer.

Recent Roadworks
A Parishioner advised that they had tarred and chipped the area outside her house.  There is a large pot hole and they just left it.  Report to Highway Engineer.

Trod
A Parishioner reported that there is a broken drain cover on the trod they undertook work to the trod but did not replace the drain cover.  Report to Highway Engineer.

Friends of the Lode Group
A Parishioner wished to thank everyone for all their efforts on this subject and hope the village will be lucky in achieving what they wish to undertake, and the village will pull together behind the group.

446 To consider acceptance of apologies for absence.
All present.

447 To receive Declarations of Interest and requests for Dispensations by Councillors in any of the Agenda Items listed.
Cllr Royal asked for dispensation to speak but not vote on anything concerning agenda items re Lode.  It was resolved for this to be granted.

448 Planning Applications.
24/01519/F	Application for demolition of a two-storey rear extension and replacement with a new two-storey rear extension on Lawn Village, 131 Main Street, Hockwold Cum Wilton.    It was resolved to recommend approval.  Cllr Newman advised that another application had been received but was too late for this agenda but would be dealt with on the 8th as would still be in the consultation period.

449 Hockwold Village Hall
449.1 to agree the new Village Hall Committee. Cllr Newman advised that it had not been possible to get a meeting arranged.  Cllr Newman advised that the Treasurer had agreed to stay currently so some continuity.  It was resolved for a meeting to be held at 6.00pm before the Parish Council Meeting on the 8th October. 
449.2 To agree to purchase heating oil for the Village Hall.
		It was resolved for the Treasurer to order the heating oil.

450 The Lode Common.
450.1 To discuss possible formation of Friends of the Lode Group (FoLG).
Cllr Denny handed round a list of things that the group which to undertake.  (Please see list attached) There would be more things, but this was a start.  Cllr Sismay asked was a Fundraising Officer really needed as the Parish Council would fund.  Cllr Denny advised that they would like to fundraise for their own funds to be able to undertake specific projects one being the school children etc.  Cllr Denny advised that the group had she had been looking into changing the description of the track and was waiting for David Mills Footpath Officer to get back to her.  Even though a Village Group can start up without the Parish Councils Approval, It was resolved for the Parish Council to give their approval to the group applying for its own status and asked that Cllr Denny made regular reports to Council.

450.2 To agree the dissolvement of the Lode Advisory Committee (LAC).  
It was resolved to dissolve the LAC.

450.3 To consider the removal of the Temporary signs and Notices.
Cllr Royal said he thought that all the signs had been removed.  Cllr Denny advised that yes, they had but there was a concrete slab that needed to be removed.  The only signage was to be the Information Board.  Cllr Newman agreed to check out the keys she had received to see if one of them was the key to the information board.  It was resolved for the group to remove any unwanted temporary signs and notices.

451 To Consider Police involvement in signage removal and damage.
Cllr Royal advised that someone had called the Police to say that the signage was not meant to be in place and whilst putting the signage up damage had been caused to the area.  Cllr Royal had drafted an email response which had been circulated.  It was resolved for Cllr Royal to send an email to the Police as per the draft.

452 To Discuss possible Statement to the EDP on the issue of the Lode Common.
Cllr Royal advised that he had been contacted by the EDP and had drafted a response which had been circulated.  It was resolved for Cllr Royal to email as per draft.

453 Items for the Next Agenda.
It was resolved for the following items to be placed on the next Full Council Agenda.
Village Hall Update
Pot Holes
Bus Stop Location
Parish Council Equipment
Parish Council Mobile
Update on the Trees
Co-Option of New Councillors.
Future Communications.

454 The date of the next Parish Council meeting.

	The Next Full Parish Meeting will be held on Tuesday 8 October 2024 at 7.30pm at the Village Hall.

	With no further business, the meeting was closed at 16.42pm.

	As there was no Councillor Report, Cllr Storey advised that Parishioners present that he would look into the Potholes, and the public right of ways officer was currently on leave but would pick up with him regarding the Lode.  He will go back again and advise again the need for consultation regarding the new bus stop and urged the Council he felt word of mouth was one of the best forms of communication, social media had it place but would never reach everyone.  A village magazine is felt to be the best way of getting the word out.
