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HOCKWOLD-CUM-WILTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in the Village Hall, Main Street, Hockwold

on Tuesday 11th February 2025 at 7.30pm


Councillors of Hockwold cum Wilton Parish Council
Present: Cllr Royal, Cllr Newman, Cllr Sismey, Cllr Andy Gossage, Cllr T. Gossage, Cllr Denney, Cllr Baker, Cllr Rumsey, Cllr Bland 
Hilary R Cox, Clerk
Borough and NCC Cllr Martin Storey
Mr Tillotson (RAF Lakenheath)
eight  members of the public

Open Forum 
St James Church
A representative attended and invited the council and public to the Thanksgiving Service the following Sunday  to celebrate the church clocks refurbishment. 

Village Hall
A representative from the Village Hall Committee provided an update on their progress. She thanked the council for funding the Clerk’s time to help them get organised and requested continued assistance from the Clerk to support the final stages of the start-up process.
Members of Press and Public are invited at this time to voice their comments and concerns to the Parish Council.
513. To receive and approve apologies for absence.  NONE

514. To receive any declarations of interest from Members & consider requests for dispensation Cllr Royal asked for dispensation to participate in the discussions involving Friends of the Lode and the Lode Common but not to have voting rights. The clerk advised that she would feel more comfortable with a full council vote to allow Cllr Royal to stay during the discussion and answer any questions directed to him by the council, but not actively be part of the discussion or have voting rights. It was resolved by the full council. 
Members are invited to declare disclosable pecuniary interests and other interests in items on the agenda as required by the Hockwold cum Wilton Parish Council Code of Conduct for Members and by the Localism Act 2011.

515. Reports from: 
a. RAF Lakenheath 
· The 48FW participated in a very successful NATO exercise during the last 2 weeks in January. This involved fighter aircraft from the US, UK, Netherlands and Norway.
· Guidance on the use of drones near to military establishments, now that new Flight Restricted Zones have been established, has been issued to all the local Town/Parish Councils.
· 48FW continue to win awards and have recently been recognised as having the best Maintenance Group in USAFE (for the third year running) and the best Force Support Squadron.
· 48FW are aware that traffic flow to and from the Base can cause significant traffic disruption at peak times, especially along the A1065. As a result, discussions with Suffolk Highways have commenced to examine options to alleviate the issue.
· The 80th anniversary of VE day is being commemorated later this year in May. Should the Town Council be planning any activity that they would like members of the 48FW to attend, then please contact Vikki Quamina, the Community Relations Advisor in due course with details (48FW.CRA@us.af.mil).
b. Norfolk County Council & Borough WNKL Council, Cllr Martin Storey 
 Norfolk is set to receive new powers and funding following a Government announcement on 5 February 2025. Deputy Prime Minister Angela Rayner confirmed Norfolk and Suffolk as priority areas for devolution, with plans for a directly elected mayor and a shift to unitary authorities, replacing the current two-tier system. Norfolk County Council leader welcomed the decision, emphasizing the opportunity for economic growth and improved governance. To facilitate the transition, the Government will postpone May’s county council election. The council hopes for collaboration with district councils to develop an efficient, future-proof system for local services.
c. Chairman Cllr Royal informed the council that he will be attending the Thanksgiving event at St James Church and continue to attend chairman’s networking events. 
d. Clerk  The clerk had no report this month due to the ongoing time spent on resident requests and end of year duties. 

516. To approve minutes of the Council meeting held 14th January 2025  It was resolved to approve the minutes as a true and accurate record.
a. To approve minutes of the EXORD Council meeting held 28th January 2025  It was resolved to approve the minutes as a true and accurate record.

517. Matters arising (for information only)  
NONE
To report progress on matters arising from previous minutes (not elsewhere on agenda) 
518. To confirm receipt of NALC, CAN, POLICE and other correspondence   All Councillors present received their updates and correspondence
519. To follow up and organise village quarterly newsletter  Cllr Denney volunteer to be the champion for the quarterly newsletter. All participants with liaise with her. The first newsletter will include defibrillator information, important contacts, quarterly interests and the invite and agenda for this years APA (Annual Parish Assemble).
520. To discuss NPTS full council training   The topic options for the full council training were discussed and 6 were proposed for the training. Clerk to find out options for training on Tuesdays from 7pm to 9pm. Resolved by the full council.
521. To discuss APA
The council heard an overview of what has been planned so far. The invite list has been formalized included all parish businesses. Cllr Newman volunteered to champion the invitation process and be the main point of contact. 
522. To discuss Anglian Water works in the parish
The current major works in the village along Main Street, Boundary Road was discussed. There were concerns over the damage to the road and pavement surfaces as well as the small size of the pipe. 
523. To discuss the tree on Pearces Close green
It was resolved to have the clerk contact the Borough to request a new tree be planted and that it have the current metal railing protections put in place. 
524. To discuss collection of traffic data from Sam2 Sign
Cllr Rumsey volunteered to champion the collection of traffic data from the SAM2 sign. The clerk to contact WESTCOTECH for training information.
525. To hear an update on Village Hall and discuss – The Village Halls request for more funding to have the clerk finish the assistance of organisation and set up was discussed. Cllr Sismey and Cllr Newman abstained from the vote.  It was resolved to fund six more hours of the clerk’s time. 
526. To discuss FoLG 
Correspondence from a resident had been previously shared. The Clerk highlighted the need for clarity regarding the transfer of Lode Common’s maintenance to the newly formed Friends of the Lode (FoL). It was noted that FoL would take on responsibility for managing the Common and, as a courtesy, would provide updates to the council during the open forum of public meetings. The Parish Council has not set conditions requiring FoL to obtain charity status or appoint trustees before assuming maintenance duties. However, it was made clear that any group managing Lode Common must: Adhere to all relevant laws and regulations governing common land, Ensure that all activities and maintenance work comply with legal requirements.
Preserve public access rights and traditional use of the Common. The council resolved to cease the maintenance of Lode Common and acknowledges that Friends of the Lode (FoL) will take on responsibility for its upkeep in accordance with all applicable common land regulations and laws.
Additionally, the council resolved to employ NPLAW to confirm assumptions and information. 
527. Planning Matters   
a. To receive results & updates of outstanding applications   
i. 	NONE
b. To receive new planning applications relevant to the village and make comment  
i. 	NONE
528. Finance 
a. To agree payment of February’s invoices A list of all the payments had been circulated prior to the meeting.  It was resolved for these payments to be made.
b. To hear from HR Committee (closed session)
The council approved the Clerk’s overdue pay rise, including back pay from October. The discussion also covered the vexatious policy’s implementation and the council’s plan to ensure productive use of time and resources. Additionally, the need for a complaints and protections policy that better includes the Clerk was discussed.
529. To discuss vexatious complaints
The parish council has resolved to apply its vexatious complaints policy to a parishioner due to the repetitive nature of their complaints, which have placed an unmanageable strain on council funds and time. Councillor Denney will serve as the designated contact representative for any further communication. To ensure proper legal guidance, the council will engage NPLAW to advise on this and any future related matters.
The council resolved that any further complaints, communications and requests come to the full council, and NPLAW advice requested. 
530. Items for the next agenda  
· APA
· Quarterly Newsletter
· NPTS training
· Possible resolutions to sound issues in the Village Hall during meetings. 
531. To confirm date and times of the next Parish Council Meeting on  11th March 2025 starting at 7.30 pm.  Meetings take place in Hockwold Village Hall, Main Street IP264LW

Members of Press and Public are invited at this time to voice their comments and concerns to the Parish Council.
Distribution:
One copy to each Councillor. Copies to Mr M Storey Norfolk Borough and County Councillor, , Squadron Leader Eaton RAF Lakenheath and one copy for the website.




