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HOCKWOLD-CUM-WILTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in the Village Hall, Main Street, Hockwold

on Tuesday 14th January 2025 at 7.30pm


Councillors of Hockwold cum Wilton Parish Council
Present: Cllr Royal, Cllr Sismey, Cllr Andy Gossage, Cllr T. Gossage, Cllr Denney, Cllr Baker, Cllr Rumsey, Cllr Bland 
Hilary R Cox, Clerk
Borough and NCC Cllr Martin Storey
Mr Tillotson (RAF Lakenheath)
one  members of the public

Open Forum 
St James Church
The church thanked the council for the support towards the repairs on the church.The council heard an update on the progress. The clockface was recoated, re installed and some of the mechanisms were replaced during this process. The clock is not working as it should, so the engineer is to attend. 
Thanksgiving event will be held 16th of February and 4pm.

Members of Press and Public are invited at this time to voice their comments and concerns to the Parish Council.
489.	To receive and approve apologies for absence.  Apologies received and approved for Cllr Newman.

490.	To receive any declarations of interest from Members & consider requests for dispensation NONE
Members are invited to declare disclosable pecuniary interests and other interests in items on the agenda as required by the Hockwold cum Wilton Parish Council Code of Conduct for Members and by the Localism Act 2011.

491.	Reports from: 
a.	RAF Lakenheath  Mr Tillotson attended to give an update and answer questions. 
Drones:
· Councillors will be aware from media reports that during November 2024 there was an unusual level of drone related activity in the TriBase area. This necessitated an above average amount of night flying activity and the USVF would like to pass on their thanks to the local communities for their understanding and support during this period. 
· .	For clarity, Councillors are also asked to note that the flying of drones over MOD(Air) property is an illegal activity and there are plenty of signs in place as reminders. Equally, the flying of drones in the permanent Flight Restricted Zone (FRZ) that surrounds both RAF Lakenheath or RAF Mildenhall is also illegal without the prior permission of either the relevant Air Traffic Control Tower or Airfield Operations. Should any members of the community see any suspicious activity then we would be most grateful if they would report this directly to Suffolk Constabulary. 
Administration:

· As previously reported, Suffolk County Council have allocated funds for road safety improvements in the TriBase area. There is a limited amount of money that is available for road sign replacement, white line/road marking improvement and the cutting back of vegetation. Suffolk Highways have identified priority areas, and these have been reviewed by the Wing Safety Teams at Lakenheath and Mildenhall to ensure that the funds are allocated effectively. We have received notification from Suffolk Highways that some works that fall within the scope of this funding will be undertaken during Jan and Feb 25.
b.	Norfolk County Council & Borough WNKL Council, Cllr Martin Storey   Cllr Storey reported that the plan for Devolution has been moving forward. There is still a lot of uncertainty. A meeting was held on the 9th of January. Cllr Storey will keep the council updated. There was 56 million spent on highway improvements in Norfolk this year so far. The budget meeting for NCC is next month. This will be put out for public consultation soon. For more information look on the NCC website or contact NCC Storey directly.  https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/   OR   martin.storey@norfolk.gov.uk
c.	Chairman -Cllr Royal reported he working to strength connections with other local councils. He has attended the Feltwell and Lakenheath council meetings. One of the topics covered was the missing council tax revenue from military personnel. Cllr Royal also attended both the Yuletide and Thanksgiving RAF events with the visiting forces. 
d.	Clerk  The action point log was distributed and discussed. All queries answered.  

492.	To approve minutes of the Council meeting held 12th November 2024  It was resolved to approve the minutes as a true and accurate record.
a.	To approve minutes of the EXORD Council meeting held 26th November 2024  It was resolved to approve the minutes as a true and accurate record.

493.	Matters arising (for information only)  
Cllr Royal donated a mobile phone for the council’s main contact. Clerk to purchase a sim card from Tesco and place £10 credit on it. Clerk informed the council she will do this when she can as her time is taken up by end of year duties and resident requests at the moment. 
To report progress on matters arising from previous minutes (not elsewhere on agenda)

494.	To confirm receipt of NALC, CAN, POLICE and other correspondence  
 All Councillors present received their updates and correspondence
495.	To follow up on potential future village communications (quarterly newsletter) The clerk informed the council of the costs to print a two sided A4 page. The council discussed the options and decided on a quarterly newsletter. This will be a 12 month trial. The council will review this time next year.  The newsletter information will be submitted to the clerk to place in the newsletter format. The first newsletter to be ready for the Annual Parish Assembly. The newsletter will include the invitation to the APA. Proposal resolved.
496.	To discuss future planning process for commenting  To move to a future agenda to consider the changes to the planning process. 
497.	To consider electricity Supplier -The clerk reported the research into other electricity providers. Tomato being markedly better than the others. It was proposed to commit to the 36 month contract. Resolved. Clerk to handle the switch over. 
498.	To discuss street light bulbs and costs to switch  It was discussed and the opinion that it was not a good financial decision due to the fact we are on a non-metered supply.
499.	To hear from HR Committee The HR Committee to meet 3rd February.
500.	To hear update on repair to village green damage – Clerk reported to the council of the cost to repair the green and the process to report it to the insurance company. Clerk tasked to have it repaired and keep the council informed. 
501.	To Confirm subscription to NPTS and future council training  The cost of subscription and the benefits included were shared with the council. Resolved to subscribe. The clerk tasked with gathering the information on whole council training. 
502.	To hear update on highways issues The clerk updated the council on the highways issues in the parish. 
503.	To discuss APA  The APA was discussed. The date set is 8th April 2025. The invitation will be in the first edition of the Parish Council Newsletter. The council will invite a representative of the local cheese making business and the local winery to be the guest speakers. Resolved.
504.	Planning Matters   
a. To receive results & updates of outstanding applications   
i. 	NONE
b. To receive new planning applications relevant to the village and make comment  
i. 	25/00002/F|Householder: Demolish existing single storey side extension and construct 2 storey side extension, single storey rear extension and front porch.
The council had no objections to the plan.
ii.	24/02207/LDP|Application for a Lawful Development Certificate for proposed change of use of agricultural building to a flexible use falling within Class E (commercial). To be used as a self-serving farm shop.  Concerns over the visability of at the entrance. Clerk to write to planning to voice the concern.


505.	Finance 
a.	To agree payment of December’s invoices A list of all the payments had been circulated prior to the meeting.  It was resolved for these payments to be made.
b.	To agree payment of January’s invoices A list of all the payments had been circulated prior to the meeting.  It was resolved for these payments to be made.
506.	Items for the next agenda  
· Pearces Close tree
· Anglian Water
507.	To confirm date and times of the next Parish Council Meeting on  11th February 2025 starting at 7.30 pm.  Meetings take place in Hockwold Village Hall, Main Street IP264LW

Distribution:
One copy to each Councillor. Copies to Mr M Storey Norfolk Borough and County Councillor, , Squadron Leader Eaton RAF Lakenheath and one copy for the website.




