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HOCKWOLD-CUM-WILTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in the Village Hall, Main Street, Hockwold

on Tuesday 11th March 2025 at 7.30pm


Councillors of Hockwold cum Wilton Parish Council
Present: Cllr Royal, Cllr Sismey, Cllr Andy Gossage, Cllr T. Gossage, Cllr Denney, Cllr Baker, Cllr Rumsey, Cllr Bland 
Hilary R Cox, Clerk
Borough and NCC Cllr Martin Storey
Mr Tillotson (RAF Lakenheath)
Four members of the public

Open Forum 
Members of Press and Public are invited at this time to voice their comments and concerns to the Parish Council.
532. To receive and approve apologies for absence.  Cllr Newman

533. To receive any declarations of interest from Members & consider requests for dispensation 
NONE
Members are invited to declare disclosable pecuniary interests and other interests in items on the agenda as required by the Hockwold cum Wilton Parish Council Code of Conduct for Members and by the Localism Act 2011.

534. Reports from: 
a. RAF Lakenheath 
•	Guidance on the use of drones near to military establishments, now that new Flight Restricted Zones (FRZs) have been established, has been issued to all the local Town/Parish Councils. These are temporary measures, and the existing approvals expire on 15 Mar 25. The MoD is seeking the necessary approvals to extend the restrictions for a further 90 days.
•	48FW continue to win awards and have recently been recognised as having the best Maintenance Group in USAFE (for the third year running) and the best Force Support Squadron.
•	The Wing held their Annual Awards Event on Friday 21st Feb recognising the best airmen and officers for their contributions over the previous 12 months.
· Land Purchase -The MOD has recently purchased a block of land of c107 acres immediately to the North of the existing Base boundary. This is shown on the map below. The land will remain in agricultural use in the immediate future.
· Lockers/Drop off locations - Deliveries to personnel who live on base, both in Liberty Village and in the Dormitories continues to cause problems for Airmen and the local population alike. To alleviate the problem, the use of Amazon lockers and, in due course, a dedicated drop off/pick up point are being investigated. Further negotiations with Amazon for the installation of lockers has been undertaken and a new site identified (see map below). A draft lease with the landowner has been agreed. Amazon have agreed to survey the site and we are waiting for this to be completed.
· 48FW CES have been tasked with developing options for ‘drop off’ locations to ease deliveries onto the Base. These will focus on both the East and West ends of Lords Walk.
· Traffic Flow in/out of Gate 1 - 48FW are aware that traffic flow to and from the Base can cause significant traffic disruption at peak times, especially along the A1065. As a result, discussions with Suffolk Highways have commenced to examine options to alleviate the issue.

· VE Day - The 80th anniversary of VE day is being commemorated later this year in May. Should the Parish Council be planning any activity that they would like members of the 48FW to attend, then please contact Vikki Quamina, the Community Relations Advisor in due course with details (48FW.CRA@us.af.mil
b. Norfolk County Council & Borough WNKL Council, Cllr Martin Storey 
Local Government and Budget Announcements
•	Borough Council Budget Approval: On February 28, the Borough Council of King's Lynn and West Norfolk approved its budget for the 2025/26 fiscal year. The council's portion of the Council Tax for an average Band D property was set at £152.87, marking a 3% increase. Despite financial challenges, this rate remains one of the lowest in the county. 
•	Norfolk County Council Budget: Norfolk County Council agreed on a balanced budget for 2025/26, addressing significant financial pressures. Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Finance, Councillor Andrew Jamieson, presented the budget during the full council meeting. 
•	Devolution and Local Government Reform: On February 5, Deputy Prime Minister Angela Rayner announced Norfolk as a priority area for new powers and funding. This initiative aims to advance devolution and local government reform in the region. 
•	Local Elections Postponed: As part of the government's reorganization plans, local elections in Norfolk, originally scheduled for May 2025, have been delayed by a year. This decision affects over 5 million voters across several counties, including Norfolk, and has sparked debates about democratic representation. 
Environmental and Infrastructure Concerns
•	Environmental Regulation Breaches: An investigation revealed that industrial-scale livestock farms in East Anglia, including Norfolk, breached environmental regulations over 700 times between 2017 and 2024. Violations involved water and air pollution, raising concerns among local communities and environmental groups. 
•	Highways Investment: Norfolk County Council announced plans to invest £425,476 in local highway improvements for the 2025/26 period. This funding, matched by contributions from Town and Parish Councils, will support projects such as trods, village gateways, bus shelters, and vehicle-activated signs.
c. Chairman Cllr Royal informed the council he attended the thanksgiving event celebrating the church clock repair and his continued attendance at chairman’s networking events. 
d. Clerk  The clerk reported a resident’s request for an additional dog waste bin on Main Street. This will be on Mays agenda. The action point log was distributed and discussed. All queries answered.  

535. To approve minutes of the Council meeting held 11th February 2025  It was resolved to approve the minutes as a true and accurate record.
536. Matters arising (for information only)  
Cllr Rumsey reported on the issues with the newly installed sewage line installed by Anglian water. 
To report progress on matters arising from previous minutes (not elsewhere on agenda) 
537. To confirm receipt of NALC, CAN, POLICE and other correspondence   All Councillors present received their updates and correspondence. Clerk tasked with inquiring about the Police Report email. 
538.	To follow up and organise village quarterly newsletter The final details were confirmed for the first Newsletter. 
539.	To hear an update on NPTS full council training Confirmed for the 6th May starting at 7pm.
540.	To discuss APA Cllr Royal gave an update on the organisation, guests and speakers. 
541.	To update on organising collection of traffic data from Sam2 Sign   Cllr Rumsey and Cllr Denney volunteered to take on the data collection from the SAM2 sign and do the training involved. 
542.	Adopt the new Code of Conduct with accompanying Declaration of Interests documents  Moved to Mays agenda to allow the full council 
543.	Planning Matters   
a. To receive results & updates of outstanding applications   
i. 	NONE
b. To receive new planning applications relevant to the village and make comment  
i. 	25/00045/TREECA|Removal of self set silver birch tree and replace with indigenous species as this is causing issues with overhead wiring. 
544.	Finance 
a.	To agree payment of March’s invoices A list of all the payments had been circulated prior to the meeting.  It was resolved for these payments to be made.
545.	Items for the next agenda  
· Zoom Subscription
· New Dog Bin
· Safety Improvements Proposal for resident
· To discuss planning on Hockwold Stud
· The road from Cowells drove to Hockwold bridge has no verge due to eroded side of the road into the ditch.
· Code of Conduct
546.	To confirm date and times of the next Parish Council Meeting on  13th May 2025 starting at 7.30 pm.  Meetings take place in Hockwold Village Hall, Main Street IP264LW
Members of Press and Public are invited at this time to voice their comments and concerns to the Parish Council.
Distribution:
One copy to each Councillor. Copies to Mr M Storey Norfolk Borough and County Councillor, , Squadron Leader Eaton RAF Lakenheath and one copy for the website.




