The Minutes of Hockwold Parish Council Meeting held on 10 September 2024 at 7.30pm at The Village Hall, Hockwold

Present:    	Cllr P Royal (Chair)	Cllr S	Newman	Cllr T Sismey   	
Cllr M Storey joined the Council until Co-option of the new Councillors under a Section 91.
Cllr A Gossage 		Cllr J Denny  from 434 onwards.
			
Also in Attendance:  Cllr M Storey, Sarah Bristow County Officer Norfolk ALC Locum Clerk, and 43 members of the public.

433	To Consider Co-Option of Parish Councillors.  
	Cllr Royal explained the situation and there had been five people interested in becoming Parish Councillors but there were currently only two spaces available, but more would be available in the next proper Council meeting.

	Each candidate explained what they would like to bring to the council.

	Andrew Gossage was proposed and seconded all in Favour.  It was resolved for Andrew Gossage to be a Parish Councillor and duly signed his Acceptance of Office.

	Jane Denny was proposed and seconded all in Favour.  It was resolved for Jane Denny to be a Parish Councillor and duly signed her Acceptance of Office.

	Cllr Story then stood down as the Parish Council were now quorate and able to conduct business.

434 To consider acceptance of apologies for absence.
All present.

435 To receive Declarations of Interest and requests for Dispensations by Councillors in any of the Agenda Items listed.
Cllr Royal asked for dispensation to speak but not vote on anything concerning agenda item 439.  It was resolved for this to be granted.

436 To approve minutes of the Council meeting held 14th May 2024.
It was resolved to approve the minutes as a true and accurate record.

437 To approve minutes of the Council meeting held 11th June 2024.
It was resolved to approve the minutes as a true and accurate record.

438 To approve minutes of the EXORD Council meeting held 4th June 2024. The minutes were not available for the new councillors but it was resolved to approve the minutes as a true and accurate record.

439 To approve minutes to the Council meeting held 23rd July 2024
It was resolved to approve the minutes as a true and accurate record.

440 Report from RAF Lakenheath.
Cllr Royal advised that he was hoping that Squadron Leader Eaton would be present, but he had not attended the meeting.  Cllr Royal explained that he was coming to advise regarding the noise from the flying intensity lately.  He would be invited again and hopefully he will be able to attend the next Full Council Meeting.

441	Finances
441.1	To agree payment of July Invoices.  A list of all the payments had been circulated prior to the meeting.  It was resolved for these payments to be made.

441.2	To agree payment of September Invoices.  A list of all the payments had been circulated prior to the meeting.  It was resolved for these payments to be made.

442 Adjournment of Meeting to allow for public questions. 
It was resolved for the meeting to be suspended whilst the public forum took place.

Public Meeting 3 September
A Parishioner asked why Cllr Royal felt that the LAC was unlawful.  Cllr Royal advised that he had not said anything regarding the LAC being unlawful.  This was confirmed by several people present.

Village Hall
Cllr Newman advised that the committee of the Village Hall had mostly resigned and because of this the Parish Council would take on getting another committee up and running.  Cllr Newman asked if anyone from the groups would be willing to talk with her and perhaps come onto the Committee.  Cllr Newman asked people to contact her with anything regarding the Village Hall in this interim period.

Lode Group
A Parishioner advised that she was very happy that access had been restored to the Village People and felt that it was lovely for everyone to pull together from this village and the surrounding villages to make sure that this area is always available to the people who have used it for years.

Cllr Denny advised that it is hoped to start up a group and a proposal of Friends of the Lode was put forward:-  The intension is to register as a Charity, open a bank account and keep the Lode open, clean and tidy for all to enjoy.  It is hoped to open to the local school for outdoor wildlife teachings, make bug hotels etc.

A Parishioner asked was it still to be common land, yes it would always be common land, work on the access would happen to make sure that it was not closed off to the general public.

A Parishioner advised that she had previously undertaken work of this nature and agreed to help undertake.

Cllr Denny advised that all the Lode work would be transparent and available to all.

Carer’s Passport
Cllr Royal explained that any carer’s could apply for a Carer’s passport which would enable benefits etc.  If anyone would like more information, please see or contact Cllr Royal after the meeting.

443 To discuss the future of the Lode Advisory Committee and the Lode Common Land.
Cllr Denny advised that the plan has been discussed in the public part of the meeting.  It was resolved for the group to be set up and Cllr Denny to continue on with the work and to report back at Parish Council Meetings.

444 Items for the Next Agenda.
It was resolved for the following items to be placed on the next Full Council Agenda.
Lode Committee e.g. Friends of the Lode.
Village Hall Committee.
Minutes of 4 June meeting.

445 The date of the next Parish Council meeting.

There would be an extra-ordinary meeting to cover an urgent Planning Application and anything else that could not wait.  This meeting would be on Friday 20 September 2024 at 4.00pm.

	The Next Full Parish Meeting will be held on Tuesday 8 October 2024 at 7.30pm at the Village Hall.

	With no further business, the meeting was closed at 20.42pm.
